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What is an Infrastructure Plan? 
This Infrastructure Plan has been prepared to support the Review of the 
Crawley Local Plan. It sets out how the developments and polices of the 
updated Local Plan will be delivered and supported by the necessary 
infrastructure.  
The Infrastructure Plan helps demonstrate the deliverability of the key aims 
and strategic objectives of the Local Plan.  
This Infrastructure Plan outlines:  

�x current provision of infrastructure; 

�x work that has been undertaken to ensure sufficient infrastructure is 
or will be available to support new development;  

�x any key issues that need to be addressed.  

Why produce an Infrastructure Plan? 
An increasing emphasis has been placed on demonstrating the 
deliverability of development strategies. The National Planning Policy 
Framework 
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operators, and the health authorities to take their plans and programmes 
into account in the preparation of the Local Plan and Infrastructure Plan as 
well as ensuring that they plan over the longer term for the levels of 
development proposed in the plan.  
Infrastructure providers have contributed to the development of the 
Infrastructure Plan in a number of ways. These include the preparation of 
agreed position statements, as well as asset management plans (or 
equivalent) which are produced on a periodic basis by various 
infrastructure providers, in particular the utilities.  This dialogue has taken 
place on a regular basis to ensure that the infrastructure plan reflects the 
latest position.  
Some elements of infrastructure provision serve more than just the borough 
or need to consider issues over a wider area and a co-ordinated approach 
with the adjoining local authorities has been taken towards these issues. For 
example, the Borough Council is one of four local authorities in the process 
of updating the Gatwick Sub Region Water Cycle Study to plan for 
infrastructure in a region of significant water stress. This is being prepared 
in conjunction with the Environment Agency and the water companies 
responsible for water supply and waste water treatment in the sub area.  

What key issues have been identified? 
The tables contained in “Appendix 1 – Key Infrastructure” of this 
Infrastructure Plan illustrate the main conclusions that have been reached 
regarding the provision of each type of infrastructure.  
The main conclusions are: 

�x Overall, in most cases, it was concluded at the time of preparing the 
2015-2030 Local Plan that sufficient infrastructure already exists or 
could be improved to support the anticipated level of development. 
In some areas this is still considered to be the case while in others t 
is anticipated that this will require reassessment in respect of the 
growth now projected over the 2020-2030 period.  

�x A number of issues need to be monitored or the nature of the 
provision considered in further detail. However, these are not 
considered to be critical to the delivery of the development outlined 
in the Local Plan. These include :-  

 
o Potential issue of sewage infrastructure towards the end of 

the Plan period; 
o Secondary school provision. 
o Improved access to primary healthcare. 
o Mitigation of impacts of development on the local and 

strategic highways network. 
 

What are the next steps? 
The Borough Council will continue to liaise with the infrastructure providers 
during the course of the Plan period to discuss the provision of 
infrastructure alongside the phasing of new development.  
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WATER SUPPLY 
Current Provision  �x Provided primarily by Southern Water.  

�x Small areas of Crawley are supplied by South East Water and Sutton and East Surrey Water.  
�x Crawley forms part of the Sussex North Water Resource Zone which is part of the wider Central Sub Region.  
�x Supply for region is provided through groundwater (68%), river abstractions (28%) and surface water reservoirs of which 

Weir Wood is the main reservoir (4%) 

Evidence Base �x Position Statements 2008-2014 
�x Water Cycle Scoping Study 2010 
�x Water Cycle Outline Study 2011 
�x Water Cycle Study Update 2013 
�x At Crawley Study 2009 
�x Draft Southern Water Asset Management Plan 7 2020-2025 (to be finalised December 2019) 
�x Draft Water Resources Management Plan 2020-2070 (to be finalised December 2019)  
�x Response to Additional Site Allocations  
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�x Water Cycle Scoping Study recommended that Core Strategy should contain a water efficiency policy to assist in ensuring 
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GAS 
Current Provision  �x 
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DISTRICT ENERGY NETWORKS 
Current Provision  �x Some decentralised energy (source) centres in place (e.g.: Combined Heat and Power unit at K2 
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EDUCATION 
Current Provision  �x Twenty six primary schools considered to be at 90% capacity at year of entry. 

�x Seven secondary schools considered to be at 96% capacity at year of entry. 
�x Some primary schools also provide nursery classes and there are a range of pre-schools throughout the town.  

Evidence Base �x At Crawley Study 2009 
�x Position Statements (2008-2014) 
�x Gatwick Free School Consultation Leaflet and Gatwick Free School website 
�x Crawley Draft Strategic Infrastructure Package (Dec 2017) 
�x Planning School Places (2019)  

Current Findings �x 
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LIBRARY 
Current Provision  �x Major new library 2,800 m2
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HEALTH 
Current Provision  
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Phasing  

Funding  �x Developer contributions in the form of CIL or S106 will be required to support increase in capacity to accommodate new 
development. 

Summary �x There is a need to enhance Primary Care Estate and discussions are ongoing with the CCG.  
�x The Borough Council will continue to liaise with the Crawley Clinical Commission Group over future 
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POLICE 
Current Provision  �x Crawley forms part of West division of Sussex Police 

�x Staff (officer & support staff) delivering policing to the borough of Crawley include 250 police 
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�x The Fire & Rescue Service are awaiting the findings of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue 
Services (HMICFRS) report. 
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CEMETERY AND CREMATORIUM 
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SPORTS AND PLAY FACILITIES 
Current Provision  �x K2 Leisure centre – 50 m swimming pool, athletics track, climbing wall, gymnastics facility, sports halls, squash courts and 

indoor bowls 
�x Bewbush Centre sports hall and gym  
�x Sports facilities at Oriel School and Ifield Community College used by public  
�x 
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�x A study has been commissioned to assess Open Space, Indoor Sports, and Playing Pitch provision in light of the growth 
projected during the period covered by the Local Plan review document. 

Phasing �x Conditions relating to the Forge Wood development require provision of playing fields.  

Funding  �x Additional/improved provision through S106 and CIL 
�x CBC Play Strategy  

Summary �x Existing evidence points to generally sufficient provision in most types of open space and sports facilities, with deficiencies in 
quantity of some types in some areas, and some deficiencies in quality of provision. 

�x This position is to be reassessed as part of the Open Space study commissioned by the council.  
�x In some areas there are opportunities to consolidate open space whilst enhancing retained open space to better meet the 

needs of residents. 
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
Current Provision  �x A Community Centre is provided within each neighbourhood in the town. 

�x Enhanced facilities recently constructed at Bewbush and Langley Green.  
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FLOOD DEFENCES 
Current Provision  �x Crawley lies within the Upper River Mole Catchment area. 

�x Majority of Crawley identified as being at low risk of fluvial flooding and a moderate to high risk of surface water flooding. 
�x A number of properties in Crawley and downstream in Horley are at a risk from a 1 in 100 year event.  

Evidence Base �x Upper Mole Flood Alleviation Scheme (UMFAS) 2000-2018 
�x Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 2014 (SFRA) 
�x Upper Mole Flood modelling study (2018) 

Current Findings �x UMFAS has now been completed comprising the following  items: 
- raising of Tilgate Dam; 
- Worth Farm storage area; 
- Grattons Park stream enhancements; 
- Clay’s Lake storage reservoir. 

�x There are a number of properties which remain at risk despite the completion of UMFAS, schemes to provide resilience to 
these properties are being investigated. 

�x The SFRA identifies those areas which are most at risk from flooding and seeks to steer vulnerable development away from 
areas of greatest risk.  

Future Studies and 
Plans 

�x Interim review of SFRA undertaken in liaison with Environment Agency to inform Local Plan. 
�x Investigation into the potential for Natural Flood Management within the Upper River Mole.  

Phasing �x The available funding and programme for future schemes is being reviewed.  

Funding  �x UMFAS schemes have been funded through the Environment Agency. 

Summary �x Completion of the Upper Mole Flood Alleviation Scheme reduces number of properties at risk of a 1 in 100 year flooding 
event. 

�x CBC will continue to work with the Environment Agency and the county council to ensure Crawley is resilient to the impacts 
of flooding now and into the future.   

�x SRFA conclusions.  
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
Current Provision  �x Approx 26% of Crawley’s area is designated as countryside.  

�x 330ha Site of Nature Conservation Importance.  
�x 23ha local nature reserve.  
�x 33ha AONB, 193ha ancient woodland. 
�x Formal parks and gardens include Tilgate Park, Goffs Park, Memorial Gardens, Broadfield Park

�x 
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TRANSPORT - RAIL 
Current Provision  �x Four rail stations - Three Bridges and Gatwick on Brighton Main Line. Crawley and Ifield on Arun Valley Line. 

�x Frequent services between London, Brighton, Horsham, Chichester and Portsmouth. 

Evidence Base �x Network Rail London and South East Market Study (2013) 
�x Position statement 2014 
�x Network Rail South East Route: Sussex Area Route Study (2015) 
�x Network Rail Route Specifications 2016 South East (2016) 
�x Network Rail Delivery Plan for Control Period 6 (2019-24) 
�x Network Rail Strategic Business Plan for 2019-24 (2019) 

Current Findings �x Refurbishment of Gatwick Station and provision of additional platform completed 2014.  
�x Significant demand for parking at Three Bridges Station.  
�x Network Rail has undertaken improvements to passenger facilities at Three Bridges. 
�x Significant improvements in relation to disabled access are likely to be necessary. 
�x Network Rail identified improvements in their January 2013 Business Plan to provide additional capacity and which should 

be brought forward in Control Period 6. These include signalling at Three Bridges, grade separation of Windmill Bridge 
Junction and improvements to Stoats Nest Junction which will improve capacity on the Brighton Main Line.  

�x The Thameslink programme which serves Three Bridges and the Arun Valley line will provide additional capacity.  
�x The business case of the provision of a new station at Kilnwood Vale is still being examined. Trains would continue to stop 

at Ifield Station.  

Future Studies and 
Plans 

�x Access improvements to Three Bridges Station are planned as part of the Crawley Growth Programme. Scheme to be 
funded using developer contributions.  

�x Upgrade of Crawley Station is planned as part of wider Station Gateway scheme and the Crawley Growth Programme.  
�x New concourse at Gatwick Station is planned to help ensure that the best use is made of existing airport capacity. 

  

Phasing �x Detailed planning applications for Three Bridges Station and Crawley Station improvements expected during 2019. 
�x New concourse at Gatwick Station to be constructed over period 2020-22.  

Funding  �x Gatwick Station improvements are to be funded by the DfT, Network Rail, the Coast to Capital LEP and Gatwick Airport 
Limited. Funding is in place.  
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�x Station improvements schemes included within the Growth Programme are to be funded by a combination of public and 
private sources, including the Coast to Capital LEP, developer contributions, West Sussex County Council and Crawley 
Borough Council.  

Summary �x Crawley has good rail connections through a number of stations. 
�x Improvements to station facilities taking place. 
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TRANSPORT –  ROAD 
Current Provision  �x Junctions 9, 10, 10a and 11 of the M23 serve Crawley  

�x A23 dual carriage way runs on a north – south basis through the town providing a route for through traffic  
�x A264 provides access to Horsham to the west and East Grinstead to the east.  
�x Neighbourhood distributor roads run through neighbourhoods 

Evidence Base �x At Crawley Study 2009 
�x Site specific transport assessments for major developments 
�x Stage 1 transport assessment (2012) 
�x Stage 2 transport assessment (2014) 
�x Draft Strategic Infrastructure Package for Crawley (2017) 
�x Crawley Sustainable Transport Package (2018) 

Current Findings
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�x Transport Assessment identified a number of junctions that perform significantly worse as a result of development proposed 
in the Local Plan, although not over capacity and would require mitigation. 

- Crawley Avenue and Ifield Avenue 
- A23 London Road/Manor Royal 
- Crawley Avenue, Northgate Avenue, Hazelwick Avenue 
- Crawley Avenue/Balcombe Road 
- M23 Junction 9, north bound slip road 

�x Transport assessment has identified remedial interventions involving part signalisation or limited widening of approaches to 
junctions. 

Future Studies and 
Plans 

�x An updated Transport Assessment will be required to assess the impact on the strategic and local highway network of the 
development proposed during the period covered by the updated Local Plan. 

Phasing �x Most mitigation schemes expected to be implemented during 2022-27, with Crawley Avenue/Balcombe Road expected 
before 2022. 

Funding  �x The Crawley Area Transport Package is identified in the Coast to Capital Local Enterprise Partnership (C2C LEP)’s Strategic 
Economic Plan (SEP) as a key package of schemes that will implement transport improvements.   

�x 
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TRANSPORT –  WALKING AND CYCLING 
Current Provision  �x Around 20 km of off road cycle paths.
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Summary �x Bus network in Crawley is extensive. 
�x Allocations within the existing neighbourhoods will benefit from the existing neighbourhood bus network. 
�x Network is being extended to serve additional neighbourhoods.  
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ADULT SOCIAL CARE 
Current Provision  �x Statutory responsibilities in respect of social care and public health are set out in the Care Act 2014 and associated 

legislation. 
�x West Sussex County Council is the local authority in respect of adult social care within Crawley.  
�x 6 care homes with nursing and 21 other care homes in Crawley. 


